Wiy | nvesti gate
Real ity?

(1) Free Qurselves from
I mtation:

"Anmong [Bah&' u'llah's] teachings

was the independent investigation

of reality so that the world of

humanity may be saved from the

darkness of imtation and attain
to the truth.”

Sel ections fromthe

Witings of 'Abdu'l-Baha, p. 298

(Bah&'i World Centre, 1982

Li ght wei ght Edi ti on)

Wiy is Imtation Bad?

Imtation

is "the root cause of
prej udi ce"

(ibid., p. 247)
"destroys the foundation of
religion"
"extingui shes the spirituality
of the human worl d"
"transforns heavenly
illumnation into darkness"
"deprives man of the know edge
of God"

' Abdu' | - Baha

The Promul gati on of Universal
Peace

p. 161

(U S., 2nd Edition, 1982)

"The gr eat est cause of
ber eavenent and disheartening in
t he wor | d of humani ty is
i gnor ance based upon bl i nd
imtation. It is due to this

that wars and battles prevail

from this cause hat red and
aninosity arise continually anong
manki nd. "

ibid., p. 291

(2) Attaining Wrld Peace:

"If this investigation of reality
beconmes wuniversal...the world wll
beconme united."”

ibid., p. 222

"OF such cardinal inportance is
this principle of unity that it is
expressly referred to in the Book
of [Bah&' u'llah's] Covenant, and He
unreservedly proclains it as the
central purpose of His Faith. 'We,
verily,' He declares, 'have cone to
unite and weld together all that
dwell on earth.'"

Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By

p. 217

How W | nvesti gate
Reality

The investigation of reality,
like blind imtation, is an
action. Just as we imtate
on a daily basis, we can
learn to see our surroundings

anew, br eaki ng free of
pr econcei ved i deas and
habi t ual patterns, and
investigating reality on a
daily basis. This is an
ongoing process; it 1is not

acconplished for all tine in
a single nonment.

The | nvestigati on of
Reality is a
Basi ¢ Hunan Ri ght

" For Baha'is, t he nost
fundanmental of human rights is
the right of each individual to
investigate reality for hinself
or herself, and to benefit from
the results of this exploration.
That such a right exists is to us
self-evident from the fact that

t he human consci ousness is
endowved with the intellectual
moral, spiritual and aesthetic

capacities needed to undertake
such an effort.”

Bahd' i International Comunity,
"Devel oprment, Denocracy and Human
Ri ghts"

"The freedom to investigate the
pur pose of exi stence and to
devel op the endownents of human
nature that make it achievable
requires protection. Human
beings nmust be free to know
That such freedomis often abused
and such abuse grossly encouraged
by features of cont enpor ary
soci ety does not detract in any
degree from the validity of the
i mpul se itself."

Bahd' i International Comunity

"The Prosperity of Humanki nd"

The | nvestigati on of
Reality is also an
bl i gation

"The first t eachi ng of
Bahd' u'llah is the duty incunmbent
upon all to investigate reality."



' Abdu' | - Baha
Promul gati on of Universal Peace
p. 62

The Need for
| nvestigati on

"What [human bei ngs] desperately
need is to know how to live their
lives — they need to know who
they are, to what purpose they
exist, and how they should act
towards one another; and, once
they know the answers to these
guestions they need to be hel ped
to gradually apply these answers
to everyday behaviour.™
The Uni versal House of Justice
Letter dated 19 Novenber 1974
to an individua

The Foundati on for t he
| nvesti gation of Real ity
offers to assi st
individuals to discover who
they really are, and to

live life nmore fulfillingly
t hr ough a better
under st andi ng of their
reality. The follow ng

aspects of reality are
particularly inportant:

self - true identity, the
soul

human rel ati ons -
i nteracti on between soul s

time - how nuch do souls
have, and how to spend it

right and wong behavior -
hi gher sel f (soul)
controlling and nurturing
| ower self (material self),

and | ower sel f serving
hi gher self
pur pose and power - using

the soul's faculties to
achieve its purposes.

For nore information about
how the Foundation can help
you i nvestigate reality,
cont act :

The Foundation for the
| nvestigation of Reality
D ane |verson
Executive D rector
P. O Box 202
Eliot, ME 03903-1825, U. S. A

Phone: (207) 439-8532
E-mail: info@nvestigateReality.org
Web: www. i nvestigatereality.org

Investigating
Reality

Why do it?

"The activity nost
intimately linked to the
consci ousness t hat

di sti ngui shes human nature
is the individual's
exploration of reality for
hi msel f or herself."

Bahd'i International Comunity
"The Prosperity of Humanki nd"



